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“I hold it, that a little rebellion, now and then, is a good thing, and as 
necessary in the political world as storms are in the physical.”  
 

- Thomas Jefferson 
1787 

 

S.I.D.A. President’s Message 
 

January 2012 
appy New Year, one and all, as we move into the 2012 election season. We have our work 
cut out for us, both on the local and national level. We need to return President Obama to 

the White House and, at the same time, we desperately need to bring in a Democratic United 
States Senate and House of Representatives.  
 We need to have a filibuster-proof Congress so that we can move forward in this country 
with long-overdue, progressive legislation regarding our economic situation as well as all the 
many vital issues which have stagnated since 2008. The party of no, the Republicans, had 
enough sway to prevent the Democrats from having a filibuster-proof Congress the first two 
years of our President’s tenure. As well, the Tea Party Republicans, who took control of the 
House at the midterm elections, increased the stalemate by their intransigence and unwillingness 
to pass legislation that would move our country forward over the past 3 years. 
 The Tea-publicans have held this country hostage, have caused us to lose our triple-A credit 
rating, and have seriously hurt the 99% in our country. The fact of the matter is that the 
Republican Party and the Tea Party have favored the interests of the 1% every time over the 
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interests of the 99%. We’ve been talking, writing and demonstrating in the streets to educate the 
public few years.  
 We need to replace Carpetbagger Congressman Grimm, who has been an active participant in 
the battle against the 99% and a proponent of big Oil, big Business and the 1%. We need to make 
sure that on the local level we protect our incumbent Democratic legislators and work hard to 
advance progressive Democratic candidates for all elected positions in this critical time.  
 We have been watching the Republican debacle and debates with its flavor of the week 
syndrome and its tremendous pandering to the right-wing conservative philosophy of the 1% in 
awe. We can only hope that the 99% in our country, first and foremost recognize that their 
interests are not being served by the Republican and Tea Party candidates who are vying for the 
Presidency. Secondly, we need to get on with the business of bringing democratic principles to 
bear in this country for the sake of the 99% here at home, and for a safer, more sane and peaceful 
world.  
 This is going to be an exciting year and we all need to work together. We have to help our 
country get back on track and have our government truly work for all of the people, not just for 
the favored few. We must re-double our efforts as we work on issues affecting our city, state and 
country. We must continue to reach out and provide leadership, support and encouragement in 
the political realm  
 In order to help our country move forward. We must not allow our great nation to continue to 
be held back by regressive and un-enlightened elected officials. We must think globally and act 
locally for the sake of our country. We citizens must rise up, take on the challenges that face our 
country, and fight for positive change across the board. We are Democrats and we stand for 
something! 

In solidarity, 
Dennis A. Brown 

President 
�  

 
 
Ed Murphy and W.D.I. 
 
Ed Murphy will be the guest speaker at our January 17 Annual Meeting. He provided the 
following information. 
 

d Murphy, Executive Director of the Workforce Development Institute (W.D.I.), a native 
Staten Islander, Vietnam Veteran and peace activist, has had a strong relationship with 

S.I.D.A. Ed was a member of S.I.D.A. in the early 1970s, President of the Catholic Interracial 
Council, elected a McGovern delegate in 1972 and S.I.D.A. endorsed candidate for Borough 
President in 1973. Ed has ca long history as a leader in public policy, organized labor, economic 
and workforce development, strategic planning, business consulting and international trade.  
 Ed’s professional life began in the late 1960s as a military intelligence agent, fluent in 
Vietnamese. He returned to America as a Vietnam expert and veterans activist. Since then, Ed 
has articulated the challenges, mistakes, missed opportunities and options Americans face 
interacting in a global economy. Ed has used his BA in American Studies, two years graduate 
work in the history of social change and revolution, and a MPA (master’s in public 
administration) to support his work as a public sector and non-profit executive; consultant to 
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government and international businesses, leadership in organizational development and systems 
transformation. 
 In 1999, Ed came to work with the N.Y.S. A.F.L.-C.I.O., establishing 
W.D.I., a statewide leader in workforce intelligence, education and training 
of unionized workers. W.D.I. has both statewide and regional operations; 
provides economic and workforce programs, community audits, policy 
analysis and cultural programs for working families. Ed was one of the 
founders of the NYS Apollo Alliance, bringing together organized labor, business, 
environmental organizations, educators and proponents of environmental justice to address 
energy concerns. Ed serves on the New York State Workforce Investment Board and Board of 
the New York Association of Training and Education professionals (NYATEP).  
Ed has served as an op-ed columnist, published 25 articles in business journals and magazines, 
has had three (3) photography exhibits sponsored by the NYS Vietnam Memorial, been a 
technical advisor on one movie and, in addition, was honored by the Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences “1987-1988 Primetime Emmy Awards…Dear America: Letters Home From 
Vietnam” broadcast by HBO. Ed and his daughter Zoeann, co-authored and shot the photographs 
for Vietnam, A Father Daughter Journey, published by Philmark Press in 2006.  

�  
 
 

Executive Committee Candidate Statements 
 
We will elect our Executive Committee at our January 17, 2012 Annual Membership Meeting. In 
addition to having an opportunity to present themselves at the December 20, 2011 General 
Membership Meeting, the candidates were asked to submit a 200 word statement for publication 
in the newsletter. Here are those statements.  
 

ffice ........................................................... President 
Candidate .......................................... Dennis Brown 

Serving S.I.D.A. as President has been an honor, quite challenging and time-consuming. We had 
twelve monthly meetings and twelve Executive Committee Meetings. As well, we had an equal 
number of Special Committee meetings chaired by our Social Secretary, Liz Price, in preparation 
for our 50th Anniversary Banquet and Awards Program. Follow-up tasks, and working with our 
Printers to produce the Journal, rounded out my meetings schedule.  
 The greater challenge was working closely with the Executive Committee In assisting 
S.I.D.A. to be the great progressive Club that it is today. Countless telephone calls, arranging for 
speakers, additional political and community outreach events and writing the President’s 
message each month have kept me very engaged in the day-to-day business and activities of 
S.I.D.A.  
 These hours of involvement allowed me to serve S.I.D.A. and the Democratic party on Staten 
Island. My philosophy of collegial involvement, and participatory democracy with a view toward 
strengthening the Club in our collective mission to have a stronger and more progressive 
Democratic Party, for the sake of the common good, is the legacy I worked for.  
 Thank you for electing me President last year. I’m prepared to serve another exciting and 
busy year. 
 

O



S.I.D.A., January 2012 Page 5 

Office ................................................ Vice President 
Candidate ................................ Rosemary Palladino 
I have been a member of S.I.D.A. for about 10 years and was honored to be asked to run for Vice 
President. I feel I would be a good addition because I believe in listening before I talk.  
 I know a lot about government and city services from my work as District Manager of 
Community Board 1 and Commissioner of the N.Y.C. Board of Standards and Appeals. I am a 
member of several Dem clubs and the County Committee. I have worked for many candidates 
including Karen Burstein, Bill Murphy, Janele, and McMahon, and look forward to supporting 
more strong Dem candidates in the future. I am a cofounder of Staten Island Stonewall, an 
organization dedicated to harnessing the power of Staten Island’s L.G.B.T. community, which 
has sponsored candidate forums and issued endorsements in local elections.  
 My partner, Marianne Brennick, and I have been together for 38 years, and have lived in 
Sunnyside, Concord and now Grasmere. I recently retired from State service and have started a 
private law practice here. I also participate in several volunteer legal programs and have served 
as pro bono counsel to several clients. Thanks for your consideration.  
 
Office ...................................... Executive Secretary 
Candidate ..........................................Mark Herman 
I am running for reelection as Executive Secretary. I have been a member of S.I.D.A. since its 
beginning in 1961 and am the last founding member.  
 I have been very active in the club and in the Democratic Party these last 50 years. I have 
served in every elected office in the club, have been a delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention, was a District Leader for 10 years, Commissioner of Elections for five years, and 
am currently a State Committeeman from the 61st A.D.  
 I love our club and feel it is relevant enough to last another 50 years, and remember, a bad 
Democrat is better than a good Republican! 
 
Office ... Corresponding and Recording Secretary 
Candidate ............................................ Marie Dwyer 
I would like to thank the Nominating Committee for asking me to run again this year. I have 
served as the club’s Corresponding & Recording Secretary for the past nine years and consider it 
a great honor. I would really like to continue to work with S.I.D.A.’s Executive Committee this 
coming year. 
 I find reporting on the various General and Executive Committee meetings both challenging 
and rewarding as I strive to do the best job I can. 
 I really enjoy working with S.I.D.A.’s Executive Committee to help plan interesting 
meetings, and events but most importantly uniting to help get more Democratic Candidates 
elected to public office on Staten Island and in Brooklyn .  
 I have learned so much about politics as an S.I.D.A. member and officer. Most importantly, 
that each one of our voices count and that we need to take a stand for what we believe in.  
 I look forward to the coming year and wish all the members and my fellow officers a very 
happy and successful New Year.  
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Office ............................................. Social Secretary 
Candidate ................................................... Liz Price 
I was very happy when the Nominating Committee nominated me again for the position of 
S.I.D.A. Social Secretary. I really enjoyed contributing to making the S.I.D.A. picnic, the 50th 
Anniversary banquet and December holiday party big successes. 
 As I mentioned when I ran for the Executive Committee last year, I’ve spent my life working 
for non-profit organizations that ranged from community circus and theatre to providing legal 
assistance for immigrants and people affected by HIV. I fought to protect tenants from condo 
conversions in Chicago, was the business manager for a multi-lingual community newspaper in 
San Francisco, and currently do legal research for the elderly. I worked for the Mobilization for 
Peace Jobs and Justice and picked coffee in Nicaragua in response to Reagan’s attacks on 
working people around the world.  
 I see S.I.D.A. as the club that can do the most good for the progressive liberal Democrats on 
Staten Island. I hope that you will vote for me so that I can continue using my community 
organizing skills to make our club bigger and stronger. 
 
Office ....................................................... Treasurer 
Candidate ................................... Tom Shcherbenko 
S.I.D.A. embodies the spirit of progressive, liberal values that motivated a lot of us “crazy kids” 
in the 60’s. I want to keep that spirit alive!  When I think about all that we’ve accomplished in 
fifty years, it overwhelms me, and we shouldn’t be surprised that the right-wing reaction has 
been so fierce. S.I.D.A. must continue to lead the way in exposing and fighting racism, standing 
up for the poor, protecting undocumented immigrants, abolishing the death penalty, promoting 
national health care, and questioning the need for war. S.I.D.A. is the conscience of the 
Democratic Party, and I’m privileged to be part of that effort.  
 
The statements for Members at-Large are printed in the order they were received. There are ten 
candidates running for five positions. 
 
Office .......................................... Member at-Large 
Candidate ................................................. Phil Jonas 
Although I am relatively new to S.I.D.A my political activism is not. In 1968, while leading 
campus protests against the Vietnam War I joined Eugene McCarthy’s national campaign staff 
spending most of that year on the road. After Chicago I co-led the Gregg for Congress (D) 
campaign in New Jersey’s 5th C.D. I have supported progressives in virtually every election 
since, from ringing doorbells for Bill Bradley in New Hampshire to supporting Harrison and 
McMahon locally. After spending countless weekends in Pennsylvania in the summer and fall of 
2004 and 2008 I was proud to attend the Inauguration of President Obama, an unforgettably 
uplifting experience. 
 Since becoming semi-retired as a Wall Street based psychotherapist and E.A.P. Director, I 
helped organize a teach-in on healthcare at Wagner College, initiated and became co-chair of 
“Friends of Corporal Thompson Park” and have been a volunteer tutor with the Salvation Army 
and Seamen’s Society. I am committed to Gun Violence Prevention. As President of the New 
York State Chapters of the Million Mom March and a Board Member of New Yorkers Against 
Gun Violence I hope to impact public policy and legislation leading to safer gun laws.  
 I’m honored to be nominated for Member at-Large of S.I.D.A. 
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Office .......................................... Member at-Large 
Candidate ...................................... Bonita Rothman 
I am a teacher by training and education and have taught everything from 5th grade to college, 
including a few years at CSI and at Wagner College.  I’ve also been a freelance copy editor and 
have had a few small pieces published. 
 My earliest active political involvement was as a member of Common Cause in the early 
1970s in Philadelphia.  At the time, I headed up and organized my Congressional District, using 
a telephone tree to get in touch with members.  I also helped to organize a Candidate’s Night 
with the League of Women Voters; interviewed the local congressional candidate for a 
newspaper piece, and did background research for a coal mining bill that passed in the state and 
made for cleaner air. 
 In recent years I attended Wellstone Camp for politics, and as a member of the steering 
committee of Staten Island Move-on I met with and lobbied Congressman McMahon for his 
support for the Healthcare Bill and for environmental legislation.  As a member of SIDA I’ve 
worked on the Issues Committee to produce papers on education, healthcare and most recently 
income inequality. 
 As a Member-at-large I would like to work toward improving our communications and 
coordination with the other Democratic organizations that exist on Staten Island so that we can 
increase our political voice and make the Democratic perspective more visible to Staten 
Islanders. 
 
Office .......................................... Member at-Large 
Candidate ........................................Rich Florentino 
I am a Democrat and a Liberal. I believe in democracy and liberty; both are in jeopardy today. 
We, of like spirit, are called to act; no less than our Founders who fought for these ideals that 
have made our nation exceptional. 
 I believe S.I.D.A. is a crucial organization to reach out to all citizens (Democrats, 
conservatives, O.W.S.) to strengthen our democracy and guard our liberties in the face of 
encroachments by so many unaccountable forces that have come to permeate our economy and 
our society. 
 I have been working with the Issues Committee to originate position papers to bring such 
matters to a wider audience. I am an original member of Occupy Staten Island and have been 
active with Peace Action and MoveOn. 
 I am retired as an environmental engineer with 40 years experience. I was fortunate to 
receive an excellent Liberal Arts as well as scientific education from Columbia University which 
is fundamental to my appreciation of history and my technical / analytical skills, such as they are. 
I grew up in a family steeped in the tradition of organized labor.  
 I look forward to doing more for and with S.I.D.A.. Please vote for me. 
 
Office .......................................... Member at-Large 
Candidate .......................................... Loretta Prisco 
I am thrilled to be running again for Member at-Large.  
 If elected, I will continue to protect our deep tradition of direct democracy. What an honor to 
be part of a club that operates bottom up. While making decisions by majority, it is a unique 
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experience to be able to comfortably express a minority viewpoint in a room full of S.I.D.A. 
members.  
 I was indeed humbled by Dan Kramer’s request that I chair the Issues Committee when he 
couldn’t continue and committed myself to follow the procedures he wisely institutionalized. 
Ideas percolate from members via issues raised by guest speakers or brilliant and random 
thoughts. We are indeed fortunate that members step forward, join the committee and contribute 
their critical thinking, excellent writing, and progressive ideology. Egos are left at the door, ideas 
discussed on their merit, hashed out, and after many edits, consensus reached. Another model of 
democracy in action. After completing a paper, I usually reflect that I can go straight to the U.N. 
I hope to continue chairmanship. 
 I am thankful to be able to raise education issues in the Club. Rarely is there a forum for an 
honest appraisal of what is really going on in our schools which will impact us for years to come. 
 
Office .......................................... Member at-Large 
Candidate .......................................... Norma Dwyer 
I would like to thank the Nominating Committee for nominating me to run for a Member at-
Large position on the Staten Island Democratic Association Executive Committee. It is truly an 
honor and privilege to participate in the election. I have been a member of the club for 
approximately three years as well as a member of Gaeta and DORC. I have learned a great deal 
about politics and issues that are important to the members, the community and the people of this 
great nation.  
 Born into politics since both my parents were active in Jamaica, WI. My father was secretary 
to the Parish Council in several parishes. My mother worked for the Honorable P. J. Patterson 
while he practiced law and was Norman Manley’s campaign secretary. Both parents had close 
ties to Prime Ministers Michael and Norman Manley. 
 My activism in the Democratic Party include: working on campaigns for Congressman 
Michael McMahon, Bill Thompson and assisted in phone banking for Mike Ryan. Held a fund 
raiser for Bill Thompson at my home and was a member of his Women’s Committee;  I was also 
a member of the Women’s Committee for the City Council - District 49, planning and fund 
raising committees for the Democratic Committee of Richmond County and I am on the County 
Committee for the 61st Assembly District. I recently participated in rallies for Clean Water New 
York against fracking and save the Castle. 
 My work experience includes working with several investment banking giants as well as top 
law firms, retail establishments and non-profit organizations. 
 I am the proud parent of an awesome daughter, Shawna Marie, who is a psychotherapist, an 
author, reverend and founder and CEO of Healing Truth Center. 
 I have a passion for the performing arts having studied and taught classical ballet and Jazz. 
 I believe in the principles and ideals of the club and have a strong interest in civil rights and 
giving back to the community. I would like you to strongly consider my candidacy. 
 
Office .......................................... Member at-Large 
Candidate ........................................ Roy Moskowitz 
I’d like to thank the nominating committee for renominating me for a second executive 
committee term.  
 I’ve been an S.I.D.A. member since ‘05 and politically active since I was 14 (I’ll be 50 in 
April). 
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 I was born in Monticello and, graduated from Syracuse. I moved to Staten Island in ‘94.  
 I’ve been Congressional candidate Steve Harrison’s communications director and Debi 
Rose’s campaign Press Person. I own an ad agency/PR firm that also dabbles in political 
consulting, am Assemblyman Matt Titone’s Jewish liaison and a County Committee member. I 
also blog on several political websites.  
 Here are some of my accomplishments since joining the S.I.D.A., board:   
 One of my primary goals was to improve guest speaker quality. I recruited NY State 
Democratic Party Chair Charlie King, and organized panels featuring renowned journalists and 
controversial bloggers.  
 Generating media coverage has been my principal S.I.D.A. responsibility and I have secured 
substantial broadcast and print publicity for political action events, meetings and our 50th 
anniversary gala. I also update the club website. 
 I chaired this year’s record breaking dinner journal ad sales committee. The journal broke ad 
sales records partially because I streamlined sales efforts by creating a hit list of the prospects 
most likely to buy journal advertising.  
 S.I.D.A. entered the 21st century (actually the 20th century) because of my efforts and can 
now accept credit card payments and donations.  
 My 2012 goals include establishing a PAC, an S.I.D.A. book club and a political speech 
contest. 
 
Office .......................................... Member at-Large 
Candidate .............................. Michelle Akyempong 
Happy New Year to all S.I.D.A. Members. 
 First I would like to thank the Nominating Committee for the nomination of Member at 
Large. I, Michelle Akyempong have been a member of this great Progressive club for over seven 
years. I am employed as V.P. of Legislation & Political Action of S.S.E.U.- Local 371 (D.C. 37). 
I am also the Secretary for the County Committee. You probably see my lovely name (that looks 
hard to say) on the Notices that you receive. As a Member at Large I will continue to participate 
in having our issues addressed. We will speak to the Legislators and communicate our 
resolutions. We will hold the elected Legislators accountable for their actions.  
 This is a very important election year, where our vote is needed. We as Democrats must unite 
and focus just like O.W.S.: for Healthcare, jobs and fighting for the middle class to stay alive. I 
am committed to continue discussions with family, community and be the voice for the 
voiceless. I look forward to your support as a Member at Large. Thank you 
 
Office .......................................... Member at-Large 
Candidate ................................... Jasmine Robinson 
First and foremost, I am very flattered and honored to be considered for one of the Member-At-
Large positions. I will provide a brief background at myself and beliefs. I graduated with a 
degree in Political Science. After I graduated, I became a litigation defense paralegal for a law 
firm on Wall Street. I am very active and politically involved with the Democratic Party. I 
volunteered time and donated money to local and national candidates. I volunteer at the local 
food pantries in the Port Richmond area. I also work for the Board of Elections as a coordinator 
at Public School 20.  
 I am also affiliated with two PACs, the Bold Progressives and Color of Change. I am an 
MSNBC Rachel Maddow Progressive Democrat. Progressive Democrats are bold, socially 
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conscious and prepare to challenge the strong Tea Party/Right Wing grip that has taken over 
politics.  
 I joined S.I.D.A. because this organization fights for different issues from the environment to 
gay rights. This organization is very passionate about their progressive views and I am honored 
to be a general member. I hope that I can lend my support and time in whatever capacity I am 
needed.  
 
Office .......................................... Member at-Large 
Candidate ............................................. John Lavelle 
It has been an honor to serve on the Executive Committee these past few years. I would 
appreciate the opportunity to continue serving the club as an at-Large member of the committee.  
 It was an excellent year for the organization, especially our 50th anniversary dinner where we 
honored some outstanding individuals. I was happy to be a part of the planning and execution, 
specifically I was able to suggest and get approved awards for Labor and the Environment. As 
both are under attack in Washington and in statehouses around the country, I felt it was 
important that we include issues that have always been important to democrats.  
 This year will be the most important year in local and national politics in at least a 
generation. As the backbone of the local Democratic Party, S.I.D.A. will play a critical role in 
this year’s elections. I plan to lend my experience and perspective to the club and our candidates. 
In addition, one of my goal’s this year will be to work with the executive committee to ensure 
S.I.D.A. is represented with at least one member nominated as a delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention. 
 Once again, I humbly ask for your support. 
 
Office .......................................... Member at-Large 
Candidate ..................................... Nicole O’Louglin 
Thank you for the nomination to be on the Executive Committee as a Member at-Large for 
S.I.D.A. I have been a member of S.I.D.A. since I came to Staten Island almost four years ago, 
and I am happy that I have remained an active member throughout. As the Healthcare Education 
Project 1199/SEIU lead community and political organizer for Staten Island and South Brooklyn, 
I fight everyday to ensure that we protect the working class through education and political 
awareness. The labor movement is an essential part in all our lives to ascertain equality in the 
workplace and beyond, it is through organizations like that of S.I.D.A. that we can ensure such 
understandings are brought to the forefront of our communities.  
 This is just one of the reasons I would like to be on the Executive Committee, I welcome 
more responsibility and plan to continue on the path to move up and lead in the future. Let’s 
work to build on the strong foundation S.I.D.A. has created by building up membership, getting 
the next generation of leaders involved as well as others. Staten Island has become my home and 
I will fight to ensure we get our fair share in every aspect politically and beyond.  

�  
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View from the First Row 
 

Ladybird, Ladybird, Fly Away 
here were beliefs that it was unlucky to kill a ladybug, and that the verse would make them 
fly away. And to the myth that the D.O.E. will lose valuable federal Race to the Top funds 

because the union doesn’t agree to a teacher evaluation – I say, “Ladybird, ladybird, fly away!”  
 Race to the Top federal funds won in the last round did nothing to improve schools – ask any 
principal or teacher - class size went up and resources down.  
 These earmarked funds cannot be used to hire teachers, guidance counselors or other support 
personnel, classroom supplies, or textbooks. Where does all the money go? – into the ever 
deepening pockets of test prep companies and online education providers.  
 The funds-$ 60 million – $58.6 to N.Y.C. for 44 “low performing” schools as they refer to 
them (I prefer “low performing Mayor/ Chancellor” as they run the schools) is .2% of the total 
school budget. 
 Yet, “ripped from today’s headlines”: 
 Education Dept. official who oversaw $43M contract resigns amid corruption 
investigation - Judith Hederman, the $168,000-a-year executive director of the DOE's division 
of financial operations, resigned. A top DOE official who quit after admitting to an affair with a 
consultant she supervised passed him inside information - and approved a $60,000-a-year raise 
for him. (Daily News, 5-13-11) 
 Warnings of CityTime boondoggle ($700 million) fell on deaf ears in City Hall  - 
Compared with the hundreds of millions of dollars ripped off from taxpayers in the CityTime 
scandal, another $3.8 million wasted on biometric hand scanners might seem like a minor 
problem.(Daily News, Wednesday, July 13 2011) 
 Consultant to the Schools Stole Millions, Officials Say  - Aided by lax oversight and by 
corporations that profited from his scheme, a former technology consultant (William Lanham) 
stole $3.6 from the DOE to finance flashy cars and real estate speculation, federal authorities 
said on Thursday. (N.Y.T., 4-28-11) 
 City Schools Missing Out on Aid for Special Needs  - New York City has failed to recover 
tens of millions of dollars in Medicaid reimbursements for services it provided to special-needs 
students in recent years, as the Education Department has struggled to adapt to new rules 
imposed after a devastating federal audit forced the city to return money it received for claims it 
could not properly document. (N.Y.T., 2-28-11) 
 In City Schools, Tech Spending to Rise Despite Cuts - Despite sharp drops in state aid, 
NYC DOE plans to increase its technology spending, including $542 million - next year alone 
that will primarily pay for wiring and other behind-the-wall upgrades to city schools. But it 
comes just two years after the city declared a victory on the technology front, saying that every 
classroom in every school had had plug-in Internet connections and wireless access set up, an 
undertaking that cost roughly half a billion dollars over several years. “We’ve seen before how 
the city’s I.T. projects can run up exorbitant fees when they’re not properly monitored,” said H. 
Tina Kim, the city’s deputy comptroller for audits. City officials now say those connections are 
insufficient…(N.Y.T., 3-29-11) 
 Special ed reforms causing evaluation backlog, advocates say - A computer system ($80 – 
100 million) designed to place children turning 5 into special ed. Is failing to help schools face 
the June 15 deadline. If a child is not placed, the child can be legally placed into a private school. 
In the past, these placements cost the city $100 million annually. Confusion of the office 

T
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responsible as well as the “March rollout of a new special education data system, called SESIS, 
is tripping school officials up as they try to enter evaluation results”. In addition, confidentiality 
of students is not protected. (edited from Gotham Schools, 5-20-11) 
 Considering the lack of concern over misuse of city funds and the drama created over the 
deadline given to the union to agree to a punishing teacher evaluation, one can only wonder 
about the sincerity of NYS Ed. It is nothing more than a diatribe to direct community anger 
toward the union and its members.  

- Loretta Prisco 
�  

 
 

Letters 
 
We in S.I.D.A. like to make our views known. The following are some of the letters written by S.I.D.A. members that 
have appeared in print. Unless otherwise indicated, all letters were in the Staten Island Advance and/or posted on 
the Advance’s website www.silive.com. Unless explicitly stated, the views herein are those of the authors and are not 
the views of S.I.D.A. 
 
On-line December 11, 2011 

Setting Higher Standards Alone Won't Improve Our School System 
The Common Core Standards, improved for schools, might be that. But with the Department of 
Education and New York State, “but” is the erasing word.  
 The standards include doing research. Wow! But how is that accomplished without stacked 
libraries and licensed librarians? The standards include teaching students to go deeper within a 
narrower band of topics.  
 Studying every word of the Gettysburg Address, for example. Another wow! But what about 
the breadth of cultural literacy? What will be left out? How limited will a graduate’s knowledge 
be of our shared history?  
 The standards emphasize deep discussions. A real wow! But, how is that done with large 
classes? How is accountable talk guided in large classes?  
 What about building a foundation so children can have meaningful discussion? Can we 
ignore the importance of socialization in kindergarten (taking turns, respecting each other, 
developing listening skills) and the need for development of the spoken language before children 
can read and discuss?  
 There is no recognition of the children in our schools who need the support of family and 
health workers and guidance personnel.  
 Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could set standards and children learned? That would be one 
helluva wow! But it doesn’t work that way. 

- Loretta Prisco 
 
On-line December 13, 2011 
Printed December 13, 2011 

It's not a Teacher's Job to Keep Santa Fantasy Alive 
Regarding Sandra Zummo’s Dec. 3 column [“A lump of coal for a killjoy without a Claus”]:  
 Why is it more important for children to have a fantastical image of the North Pole than to 
learn the truth about that amazing place?  
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 Children pretend all of the time and know the difference between reality and fantasy. When 
the parents freaked out over a teacher revealing the truth about Santa’s residence, what kind of a 
model were they presenting to their children?  
 That fibs are more important than the truth? Children would be fine if they were told by their 
parents that Santa is a fun character to be enjoyed in the movies, in books and at the Mall.  
 They can “wait” for him on Christmas Eve, “hear” reindeer footsteps on the roof and still feel 
the “magic.”  
 It’s those parents in Rockland County who cannot separate reality from fantasy. If the 
students are old enough to learn about the North Pole, then they are old enough to learn what is 
really there.  
 If their parents can’t keep the Santa fantasy alive in their homes, that’s their problem, not the 
teacher’s.  

- Jay Bocchicchio 
 
On-line December 15, 2011 
Printed December 15, 2011 

Postal Service's Cutbacks are Ill-Advised, Unnecessary 
The public meeting on the moving of postal processing operations from the Manor Road Post 
Office to Brooklyn to make “necessary cuts,” put into perspective the meaning of “the 99 
percent.”  
 Cuts like those proposed by U.S. Post Service management would only save the USPS 
$90,000 but cost 36 families their livelihoods, slow down commerce for Staten Island businesses 
by making their mail delivery times slower, and increase the burden on already-groaning 
infrastructure.  
 The Postal Service has argued that the Internet has lowered the amount of mail in the system. 
But budget cuts are easier than finding new revenue, and they have failed to create revenue from 
on-line shopping, which has been steadily increasing since the 1990s.  
 USPS has also failed in trying to relieve the pension funding problem that mandates that the 
USPS fund all active workers’ pensions 75 years in advance. Lowering this stifling mandate 
would solve the whole problem.  
 So once again, cuts will shift costs on those already having the most difficult time in our 
economy: Workers, small businesses, and the majority of middle and lower income families-the 
Staten Island 99 percent. 

- Steven Lawton 
 
On-line December 18, 2011 

Grimm's Support for Dismantling Medicare Warrants V oters' Wrath 
It has been well documented that Congressman Michael Grimm supports Rep. Paul Ryan’s plan 
to replace Medicare with “vouchercare.” Those being forced into vouchercare will have to pay 
over $12,500 to receive the same level of coverage they would have received if they were 
allowed to obtain Medicare coverage.  
 What those currently receiving Medicare may not be aware of is that earlier this year, 
Congressman Grimm voted for and the Republican-controlled House passed legislation that 
would have resulted in Medicare Part A not being able to pay all benefits by 2017; would have 
eliminated the prescription-drug discount for those in the donut hole; would have eliminated 
beneficiaries’ free yearly wellness visit and would have eliminated beneficiaries’ free screening 
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for many medical conditions including high cholesterol, diabetes, colon, breast, cervical and 
prostate cancer.  
 Fortunately for Medicare recipients, the Senate, which still has a Democratic majority, did 
not pass a similar piece of legislation. So the benefit cuts never became law. 
 In November 2012, the decision to replace Medicare with vouchercare and to make cuts to 
Medicare benefits is ours.  
 A vote for Congressman Grimm is a vote for replace Medicare with vouchercare and to cut 
Medicare benefits.  

- Richard Reichard 
 
On-line January 8, 2012 

Rep. Grimm has Shown He Sides with House's Tea Party Extremists 
During the 2010 campaign, Congressman Michael Grimm said this about the Tea Party: “I think 
it’s great. I think it’s extremely healthy. It’s exactly what the party needs. This party needs new 
blood.”  
 In accepting Sara Palin’s support, he said: “I am proud to accept the support of Governor 
Palin. Her support for common-sense solutions to the problems facing our nation make her one 
of the most important leaders in the Republican Party today.”  
 The battle to extend the payroll tax holiday not only demonstrated the differences between 
Democrats and Republicans but has shown the rift within the Republican Party.  
 Republican Sen. Mitch McConnell, believing he had the approval of House Speaker John 
Boehner, entered into a bipartisan agreement to extend the payroll tax holiday for two-months.  
 When Boehner was unable to get the Tea Party faction to agree, he reneged on his agreement 
with Sen. McConnell and the House voted down the bipartisan Senate bill.  
 It took a public rebuke by several Senate Republicans, including Sen. McConnell, to 
embarrass the House Republicans into passing the Senate bill.  
 After a year of political turmoil, do you really want a self-proclaimed Tea Party member like 
Mr. Grimm to be your representative in Washington? 

- Richard Reichard 
�  

 
 

Minutes 
 

General Meeting 
December 20, 2011 

 
resident Brown called the meeting to order at 8:20 p.m. He spoke briefly about the year that 
was closing and he thanked S.I.D.A. members for all the work they did during 2011. He said 

that everyone involved should be proud. He also spoke briefly about the coming year and the 
search for a candidate to run against Congressman Grimm. 
 

Minutes 
A motion was made to accept November’s minutes as published in the newsletter. The motion 
carried. 
 

P
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President Brown thanked Chris Bauer for his hard work on the newsletter and for also chairing 
this year’s Nominating Committee. He said that we are actively searching for a new meeting 
venue. He also mentioned that the evening’s agenda would be changing since the scheduled 
speaker, Luke Nasta had to cancel. 
 

Political Action Committee 
Chair Richard Reichard spoke about the Affordable Health Care Act. He mentioned that he 
wants to have a show of force in front of Congressman Grimm’s office. He feels it can affect 
how voters think. He reported that on January 1, 2012 the Payroll tax will go up 2% unless 
Congress acts. He said that it is important that we get our message out and that the Republicans 
stop blaming the Democrats. 
 

Vice President’s Report 
John Lavelle 
John provided highlights from the November Executive Committee meeting. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Tom Shcherbenko reported a balance as of December 20, 2011 of $10,373.00. Tom 
reminded members to pay their dues for 2012.  
 Richard Reichard asked Tom what the cost was to print the monthly newsletter. Tom 
reported the cost for 300 newsletters $283.00 for printing and $50.00 for postage. This led to a 
spirited discussion about the fact that we print a lot of extra newsletters and that maybe we 
should consider reducing the number to cut costs. Further discussion and decision was tabled for 
consideration at the next Executive Committee meeting. 
 

Executive Secretary’s Report 
Mark Herman wished everyone a Happy Chanukah since the meeting was held on the first night 
of the holiday. He mentioned that this is a quiet time in politics for Democrats. He spoke about 
how someone can become a delegate to the Democratic National Convention, the search for a 
Candidate to run for Congress in the 13th Congressional District and the re-apportionment of 
district lines. Mark wished everyone a happy New Year.  
 

Social Secretary’s Report 
Liz Price said that it is clear that the recent holiday party was a success. She reported that 
members from the six Democratic clubs on Staten Island attended the event for a total of 90 
people. Liz thanked people who helped at the door including Cindy Lowney, Diana 
Shcherbenko, Mary Kain and Marie Dwyer. She also thanked Loretta Prisco for shopping for 
gifts and Susan and Carlton Chew who helped Loretta wrap them. Liz mentioned that there was 
no profit made from the holiday party this year, although fundraising was not a goal. She was 
able to cover all the expenses. 
 

Issues Committee 
Chair Loretta Prisco reported that Richard Florentino prepared a paper “The Destructive Impact 
of Increasing Economy Stratification on Democracy.” Richard explained where the idea came 
from that money “trickles down.” The fact is that money flows up and nothing flows down. He 
said it is a fundamental problem and that we need to get money out of politics. He also provided 
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his thoughts on income equality and that income disparity is having bad effects on society. After 
Richard’s presentation, Bonnie Rothman and Phil Jonas took questions on this issue. Then 
President Brown called attention to the last page of the paper and asked for suggestions on 
actions that can be taken. The paper will appear in the next newsletter and be voted on at the next 
meeting. 
 

Publicity Chair Report 
Roy Moskowitz reported that he had represented S.I.D.A. at a recent press conference and that 
the Staten Island Advance and Channel 11 were there as well. He reported that he has been able 
to get regular coverage of events. 
 

New Yorkers for Clean Water 
Susan Chew reported that the recent rally held on November 19 was well attended and got good 
press coverage. She also reported that she recently attended the D.E.C. hearings in Manhattan 
regarding environmental impacts of hydro- fracturing and how it will affect the economy. Susan 
thanked people that have helped on her committee. She also encouraged S.I.D.A. members to 
write to the D.E.C. about hydro- fracturing, as the time for the decision has been extended. She 
said that we have to convince Gov. Cuomo that this should not be allowed. Only 2% of the 18 
million landowners want hydro- fracturing. 
 

Membership Committee 
Chair Peter Killen called attention to the sheet he handed out to join the club and also reminded 
members to pay their dues. He also said that we have some new members Phil Jonas, Ann, and 
Richard Florentino. Peter said he wants to continue to get new people to join the club. 
 
Carlton Chew gave kudos to Roy Moskowitz for arranging for media coverage for various 
events. President Brown thanked both Susan Chew and Peter Killen for all their hard work as at-
large members of the Executive Committee, as they will both be stepping down in January. 
 

LGBT & Civil Rights Committee  
Chair Rosemary Palladino reported that we had a good year in attaining Marriage Equality in 
New York State. She also mentioned that members interested in joining her committee should 
contact her. 
 

Executive Committee Candidates 
The following candidates interested in running for S.I.D.A. office spoke briefly to the 
membership moderated by Nominating Committee Chair Chris Bauer: Dennis Brown, President; 
Rosemary Palladino, Vice President; Mark Herman Executive Secretary; Marie Dwyer 
Corresponding & Recording Secretary; Tom Shcherbenko Treasurer; Liz Price Social Secretary; 
and for Member at-Large (ten candidates for five positions) Roy Moskowitz, Bonita Rothman, 
Loretta Prisco, Richard Florentino, Phil Jonas, Michele Akyempong, John Lavelle, Norma 
Dwyer, and Jasmine Robinson. Nicole O’Loughlin is also running but was not present to speak 
at this meeting. Chris Bauer thanked all the candidates. President Brown thanked Chris for 
moderating. 
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Old Business: 
 Joann Olbrich spoke to the members about the Democracy for America Training. 
 Loretta Prisco made a motion that the Budget should come to the membership for comment 
and approval. President Brown interjected that the budget has to be approved by the Executive 
Committee first. The vote was 10 in favor, 19 against, 0 abstentions. The motion failed.  
 President Brown announced that the next Executive Committee meeting will be held on 
December 27, 7:00 p.m. at his home. 
 

New Business 
Joann Olbrich made a motion that we take a full page ad ($150) in the South Shore Dems lunch 
Journal (event scheduled for January 8, 2012) and we buy a ticket ($55.00) to send President 
Brown. The motion carried unanimously. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marie Dwyer, Corresponding & Recording Secretary 

�  
 
 

Position Paper 
 
The Issues Committee prepared the following position paper. It will be voted on at the January 
17, 2012 Annual Meeting. 
 

The Impact of the Concentration of Wealth on Democracy 
James Madison, the Father of our Constitution, wrote, “All men with power should be distrusted 
to a certain degree.” He also wrote, “Ambition must be made to counter ambition.” (9, 10, 12)  
Given these strongly held ideas, it is no wonder that there are checks and balances in our 
government. (11)   
 The staggering increase in the concentration of wealth in the United States since 1980 has 
had a corrosive effect on our democracy by further concentrating political power in the hands of 
the wealthy.  Great disparities of income, regardless of the type of government, create instability, 
and movements worldwide, from our domestic “Occupy” movements to the Arab Spring are 
evidence of the desire of the majority of citizens to be better served by their governments. 

 
 
Income inequality has been a concern since the founding of our nation.  James Madison believed 
that, “Reducing extreme wealth toward a state of mediocrity [moderateness] and raising extreme 
indigence [poverty] toward a state of comfort are the proper goals of democratic government.” 

Neiman Marcus sold out of pewter-color Ferraris (luggage set matching the interior included) 
at $395,000 each within 50 minutes of making 10 of them available through its “fantasy” 
holiday catalogue late last month.…”We are now into a less promotional environment than 
we were before the recession,” said Stephen I. Sadove, Chairman and Chief Executive of 
Saks…”Those in the more modest income situation are the people who are going to the 
Walmarts and the Best Buys and the Targets at 8,9,10,11 p.m. with little kids in tow because 
they can’t afford a babysitter,” said Craig Johnson, president of Consumer Growth Partners.  
(NYT, November 24, 2011, P.1, “Opening Day For Shoppers Shows Divide”)�
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(20)  In the U.S. today the concentration of enormous wealth at the very top enables some to 
have the means to control media, to distort elections and to access elected officials in ways not 
available to the less privileged. This is fundamentally undemocratic, as the interests of the few 
outweigh the needs of the many.  In the long term, it is also bad economic policy.  

 
 
The weakened state of our democracy is what now compels us to confront extreme income 
inequality.  A steep slope of inequality in itself has been shown to be the basis of many social 
ills. (2)  It results in the loss of voice, the loss of “community” feeling and the lack of concern for 
the common good, so that our democracy is in a critically compromised condition.  Furthermore, 
the concentration of wealth essentially creates an isolated elite that feels entitled to determine 
“the way things are and should be.”   This strikes at the core of the American experiment. 
 A recent and pernicious development has been the notion that money equals speech and that 
corporations can be considered “persons” with the right to spend “their” money without limit 
with respect to elections.  Strictly speaking this is not economic policy, but it is the consequence 
of putting corporations before people and of thinking that what is good for them is always good 
for the nation.  Thus, in our democracy we have moved from one propertied man, one vote; to 
one man, one vote; to one person, one vote; to “corporations/persons” purchasing many votes 
and many legislators.  Along with the disproportionate distribution of money, we now have a 
situation where huge amounts of money of unknowable origin are destroying the ability of 
elected officials to do their job for the public welfare, and where such money purchases access to 
legislators, it corrupts the entire democratic process. 

 
 
Today we face a deep national recession and the uncomfortable truth that there also exists a 
deeply embedded political “inequality of access” that is a consequence of poorly thought out 
economic policies. These policies have focused primarily on the short-term needs of large 
economic entities for purposes of market competitiveness at the expense of the nation’s need for 
a viable middle class worker and consumer. The nation has put too many economic eggs in the 
basket of “trickle down economics” and financial services profitability, ignoring the long term 
cultivation of a productive working and middle class. 

Between 1975 and 2005 the inflation adjusted, after tax income of Americans in the middle 
of income distribution rose 2 percent.  The equivalent increase for the richest 0.1 percent was 
400 percent. (Most recent Congressional Budget Office Report) 

Thirty large American corporations spent more money on lobbying than they paid in federal 
taxes from 2008 to 2010.  In 1998, money spent on lobbying was $1.44 billion.  It went to a 
high of $3.51 billion in 2010. The number of lobbyist went from 10,406 in 1998 to 14,861 in 
2007.  The current number is 12,220. The same firms spent an additional $22 million on 
donations to federal campaigns. The biggest contributors were defense contractors: Honeywell 
International (more than $5 million) and Boeing ($3.85 million). GE contributed $3.64 million. 
Twenty nine out of the 30 companies, through legal tax-dodging measures, did not pay federal 
income taxes from 2008 through 2010. They received tax rebates over those three years, 
"ranging from $4 million for Corning (GLW) to nearly $5 billion for General Electric (GE)." 
The total value of the rebates received was nearly $11 billion; combined profits during the same 
period were $164 billion. Daily Finance, The Tax Center, Dec. 17, 2011. 



S.I.D.A., January 2012 Page 19 

 
 

Misguided Ideas Lead to Income Stratification 
The huge increase in economic inequality is not due simply to global competition or a new 
economy.  
It is also the result of shifting economic ideas and policies since 1980 that promote a more 
laissez faire, free market philosophy. Sadly, these misguided ideas are often promoted through 
the use of scapegoating of some individuals, government agencies and organized labor.  
 Right wing economists misinterpret the reality of capitalism while romanticizing it at the 
same time.   For example, a wholly “free” market exists only in the abstract or on a very 
localized or small scale.  Furthermore, market forces alone cannot satisfy long term societal 
needs, especially those that address the general welfare, for example: environmental protection, 
infrastructure building and maintenance, education, national defense, social security, health care, 
etc. as they are the proper province of government. 
 “Trickle Down” economics suggests that if the wealthiest keep much of their income they 
will necessarily create jobs with their greater wealth.  But the results from over 30 years of 
employing this philosophy to determine tax policy, especially the last 10 years, proves it to be a 
false notion and poor economic policy. In both the short and the long term, few jobs can be 
shown to be the product of allowing the super rich to keep proportionately more of their income 
than the middle class.  On the other hand,   tax cuts for the working and middle class are virtually 
always stimulative of consumer spending, and increased demand creates more jobs.  
Furthermore, current tax policy with its accelerated movement of wealth upward, away from the 
average citizen, makes her less able to purchase goods and services and thereby to generate 
economic activity within our borders. 
 In addition, this shift in economic philosophy has resulted in a steady stream of changes to 
the rules government has adopted (3, 4, 5) – changes that have exacerbated the vast shift of 
wealth upwards and the resultant slowing down of economic growth nationally.(1).  These rule 
changes include the following: 
·  Cutting back on anti-trust enforcement and financial regulation and oversight . The big 

have become “too-big-to-fail” requiring tax-payer bailouts to prevent  bringing down the 
entire global financial market. 

·  Supreme Court rulings establishing “money as speech.” (Citizens United v. FEC-2010 and 
Buckley v. Valero – 1977)  [The rulings denoting “corporations as people” are much older, 
starting in the late 1800’s.] (8) 

·  De-Regulation: Repeal of the Glass-Steagall Act that separated commercial and investment 
banking. 

·  Non-regulation: New financial instruments (derivatives, CDOs, CDSs, etc.) are exempt 
from regulation. 

At Walmart, shoppers cutback on staples like milk and meat that had price increases of a few 
cents.  At Saks Fifth Avenue, they paid full price for shoes and designer fashions at a rate 
higher than before the recession.  As several big chains reported third-quarter results on 
Tuesday, the divide between hard-pressed and prosperous Americans remained a defining 
characteristic of the retail economy. NYT, Business Section, Retailers See a Split In Behavior of 
Shoppers, November 16, 2011.)   
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·  Faux-regulation: Many government appointees are former executives of the industries they 
are meant to monitor and control -- and vice-versa in a revolving door between government 
and big business. (15, 16) 

·  The hollowing out of the McCain-Feingold Campaign Finance Reform Law applying 
reasonable constraints on election spending. 

·  Tax policy which is insufficient to support reasonable government spending and debt 
reduction. 

 
 

Proposals for Addressing the Issue 
Politics has always been dominated by the privileged - those with the means and ability to 
promote their ideas and interests.  For example, the Founders, brilliant progressives that they 
were, were all wealthy white men.  While it might be impossible to entirely cleanse the 
democratic process of the outsize influence of great wealth, it is S.I.D.A.'s position that this 
power be checked. Toward this end we suggest the following:  
·  Restoration of Glass-Steagall – separating commercial from investment banking 
·  Stronger support for increased anti-trust enforcement and the re-examination of corporate 

governance rules 
·  Substantial strengthening of oversight of the financial industry (i.e. Dodd-Frank and 

support of a strong Consumer Financial Protection Bureau to counter balance the economic 
power of corporations as envisioned by Elizabeth Warren). 

·  Overturning the Citizens United decision of the Supreme Court through legislation, legal 
challenge or Constitutional Amendment, if necessary 

·  At the very least, restoration of Clinton-era tax policies, i.e. allowing the Bush tax cuts to 
lapse 

·  Increased investment in infrastructure and public education 
·  Reduction of military expenditures 
·  Restoration and improvement of the McCain – Feingold campaign finance law to  reduce 

the cost of elections and reduce the impact of “soft-money” 
·  Continued support of small business development 
·  Continued development and strengthening of the Affordable Health Care Act to eventually 

include truly universal coverage 
·  Breaking up of banks that are “too big to fail” – just as AT&T was broken up.  These banks 

are now bigger than before the Wall Street collapse and pose an even greater threat to the 
economy today.  

The House passed H.R. 822, The Right to Carry Reciprocity Arms Bill, sponsored by Cliff 
Stearns (R-Fla.) and Heath Shuler (D-N.C.). This bill would allow gun owners, permitted to 
carry concealed weapons in their state to carry them to any state, even those where it is 
prohibited by law.  The NRA has donated to both of these campaigns.  According to 
law.jrank.org,  the NRA has supplanted the AARP as Washington's most powerful lobbying 
group (Fortune Magazine study) with an annual budget of over $200 million - $35 million 
specifically devoted to the NRA Institute for legislative action.  Additional large sums are also 
directed to support their agenda through PACs, individuals and the gun industry itself.  The 
gun manufacturing industry itself has its own lobbying and political contribution network. 
Center for Responsive Politics. 
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·  Allow Courts to adjust mortgages on underwater homes in order to facilitate the prompt 
stabilization of individual families and communities.  

Progressives want to see capitalism succeed for everyone and democracy requires that it does.  
We appreciate that the incentives, opportunities, creativity and rewards for productivity in our 
system produce the most robust of economies.  But history has shown again and again that 
unregulated, unfettered capitalism runs off the economic rails and crashes through cycles of 
boom and bust.  In addition,   continually increasing wealth inequality threatens to create a 
politically and economically disenfranchised majority.  This is difficult in most societies and 
intolerable in those that consider themselves democratic.  Preventing society from becoming 
overly stratified requires a thoughtful application of meaningful regulation so that power, both 
economic and political, is not overly concentrated in too few hands. 
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ADDENDUM -  Uncle Sam: Self-inflicted Wound? 
 For almost 240 years our country has led the world in the promotion of commerce and of 
democratically elected, self governance. The dramatic collapse of the U.S. financial model in 
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2008 that ended with the need for a taxpayer bailout of Wall Street followed by a severe 
recession, has revealed deeply disturbing fissures in the financial aspect of our economy and 
perhaps in our democracy itself. Unhappily, we are faced today with the possibility that these 
two are no longer mutually supportive; indeed, we may be dealing with a situation in which one 
may be destroying the other. How did we get to this impasse? 
 From the earliest days of our nation until the 1970s, with a few exceptions, as U.S. business 
expanded and grew so did the paychecks and the prosperity of the middle class. With few laws 
overseeing the early development of industrialization, our nation experienced tremendous growth 
during the 19th century but also, on average, the economy suffered one recession, depression or 
bank panic every twenty years until the Great Depression in 1929. However, because the 
economy continued to grow and people could move to other areas where jobs were available 
these downturns were bad but tolerable. Anti-trust and food and drug legislation, and the rise of 
labor unions at the turn of the 20th century marked the beginning of an effort to reign in some of 
the less desirable problems of unrestrained economic development. Through legislation that 
tempered wild speculation and provided an economic floor for unemployed and aged workers, 
FDR’s many financial reforms dramatically reduced the frequency and duration of economic 
downturns, and ameliorated their worst effects on individuals in the United States, for most of 
the remainder of the 20th century.  
 In 1973, the Heritage Foundation, a Conservative think tank, was established to promote the 
ideas of “free enterprise, limited government, individual freedom, traditional American values 
and a strong national defense.” Proliferating over the next twenty years, such Conservative think 
tanks, financially supported by the large corporate and business community, reintroduced those 
earlier economic notions of a laissez-faire, “free market” into American political and economic 
discussions. Lulled by the market moderating success of Depression era legislation, these neo-
Conservative ideas were adopted by economists and politicians and ultimately came to have a 
deeply detrimental affect on government oversight as many of the post-Great Depression reforms 
and financial regulations were moth balled or ignored, culminating with the repeal of the Glass-
Steagall Act and ultimately with the Wall St. collapse.  
 But why should such quintessentially “American” notions have had such a disastrous effect 
in 2008? For one thing, there is a fundamental flaw at the heart of this neo-free market theory: In 
the face of globalization competitive advantage evaporates. This theory quickly loses its 
effectiveness at prediction when dealing with large markets and huge businesses with less and 
less transparency. The tendency of all markets is to move toward profits and that creates 
incentives for those who do the financing to take more and more risk in speculative ventures, 
especially when using other people’s money and when there is no downside to the speculator.  
 As the concept of a “self-adjusting” free market, able to respond most quickly and efficiently 
to circumstances, was allowed to dominate over the reasonable restraints and regulations that 
were put in place following the Great Depression, then self interest alone also crept back into the 
U.S. economic engine. Unfortunately unrestrained, unregulated market adjustments are often 
violent and crude; historically, we see it in the many booms and busts that characterized early 
capitalism. Sadly, under the influence of “free marketers,” over the past forty years we have had 
a return to many of those nineteenth century market circumstances in which the economy runs 
off the rails for lack of reasonable restraint. Today’s economy is huge: financially it operates on 
a global and electronically interconnected scale. A glitch in New York means a complete 
collapse threatened to be immediate, global, and terrible. Government, the only entity with 
enough money, was called in to rescue the new buccaneers. 
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 Notwithstanding those who claim excess government spending was at fault, the Wall Street 
collapse in 2008 had out of control speculation at its heart in a way that was essentially no 
different from the causes of the Great Depression and its forerunners: 19th century depressions 
and financial panics. It was not too much government regulation but lack of it that encouraged 
and preceded the massive financial speculation and collapse. 
 Another problem over this same time period came with the increase in global commerce and 
economic competition from previously “underdeveloped nations.”  Faced with this competition, 
American businesses moved to places with cheaper labor and also began to use robotic labor. 
Thus, in spite of improved efficiency and output American workers became “surplus” labor and 
suffered a loss of pay and economic power. The consequences of the nation’s now more laissez-
faire policies over the last 30 years include: 
 1)  economic growth here at half the rate of previous decades;  
 2)  millions of jobs lost overseas; 
 3)  manufacturing industries, pioneered in the U.S, destroyed; 
 4)  wages for the bottom 90% of workers remain stagnant; 
 5) income at the top rising over 300% 
 
Our difficulties today are two fold: one is an actual decrease in manufacturing jobs here in the 
U.S. and the other is the overgrowth of financial services, which enables business but doesn’t 
actually “create” anything. Neo-Conservative economic ideas have favored the financialization 
of our economy. Financial services dominated job growth, rather than supporting it, and now 
represent nearly 30% of our economy.  
 Globalization and a lack of appropriate national policies have allowed corporations to 
maximize profits, keeping them overseas, paying minimum or no U.S. taxes and suppressing the 
wages and benefits for American workers. Today that global market includes not only 
manufacturing workers but intellectual workers as well: physicians, technologists, teachers etc. 
All  jobs, not just the jobs of manufacturing workers can be outsourced to cheaper locales; so, 
downward income pressure exists for nearly everyone.  
 Businesses, especially large corporations and financial funds and banks, have prospered; 
their profits have increased, and a change in the income tax code in 2001 exacerbated the shift of 
wealth to these corporate rich. But this also means that we collect less in taxes from them for 
local, state and federal coffers. Ironically, as our workers lose jobs and become more dependent 
upon government for support there is less and less money available. Small, local businesses have 
faired little better than individual workers because most of the tax advantaging laws apply to 
large corporations. 
 Under the guise of their being “job creators” these new tax cutting laws allowed profits to be 
retained and shifted more wealth upward to a relatively small percentage of the population. The 
top 0.01% of earners in this country now hold 40% of its wealth. But it is now clear that these 
“job creators,” both people and laws, have not created jobs here in the U.S. For the ten years 
preceding the Wall Street collapse private job creation was the slowest of any time since the 
Great Depression in spite of the lowest tax rates!  Moreover, it is clear that these free market 
Conservative economic policies can not work nationally for the long run because workers with 
inadequate wages cannot sustain a functioning modern economy.  
 It is also not true, as Conservatives claim, that government cannot create jobs. We have seen 
from Depression Era programs that it is possible for government to create jobs and to improve 
infrastructure in a way that generates immediate income for citizens, tax revenues for local 
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government operations, and improved circumstances for private industry into the future. It was 
government support that created the rail and canal system of the 19th century, the dam generated 
electrical system of the 1930s, the interstate road system of the 1950s, the internet system of the 
1970s. None of these was the sole production of private industry: government laid the 
foundation. It is also true that the huge disjuncture in job opportunities and wealth today make it 
increasingly difficult to move upward economically in our society. This creates despair for today 
and tomorrow and increases the likelihood of political instability. 
 Worst of all, the present massive income inequality combined with a Supreme Court decision 
equating money with speech is now allowing corporations and super wealthy individuals to eat 
away at our democratic system. Their economic power (to control jobs for example) buys them 
lobbying access to politicians. Their money buys a tsunami of ads and television time that 
drowns out the voice and needs of the electorate in favor of candidates who must mirror 
corporate concerns because they can’t finance their own elections. Barney Frank and Ben Nelson 
are but two individuals who chose to leave Congress partly because of the difficulty in raising 
the massive amounts of money to counter opponents with unlimited PAC funds. But the bedrock 
of democracy is that every person has a voice that can be heard and that even minorities are 
protected. Today that idea is under real threat, and much of what passes for political activity is 
generated by anger at the perception that “no one is listening.” 
 So we are facing the enormous challenge of re-inventing and reinvigorating a mature, 
middle-aged economy that is failing to provide work for millions of citizens. Job creation is task 
number one. We know that trickle down economics does not work, we know that lowering taxes 
on corporations and the super wealthy doesn’t work and yet we are told again and again that they 
do. We can stand by as American workers make less and less until they are “competitive” with 
those in China and India, or we can reinvest in our citizens and in technologies and businesses 
for the future – a future with a tax base that can pay down debt.  
 We are warned that our nation remains at risk of losing itself economically and 
democratically. In his column in the New York Times on Friday, December 30, 2011,Paul 
Krugman, the Nobel prize winner economist,   notes that a program of strict austerity in the 
midst of a deep recession results in slowed economic activity and great social pain and is not 
likely to accelerate our ability to pay down debt. We should consider Santayana’s said, "Those 
who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it."  
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Resolutions 
 
These two resolutions will be introduced at the January 17, 2012 Annual Meeting. 
 
1) Richard Reichard will introduce the following resolution: 
"The Staten Island Democratic Association supports City Council Resolution 1172-2011 which 
was adopted by the City Council on January 4, 2012." 
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[Text of City Council Resolution 1172-2011:  Resolution opposing the United State Supreme 
Court’s interpretation of the Constitution in Citizens United regarding the constitutional rights of 
corporations, supporting an amendment to the Constitution to provide that corporations are not 
entitled to the entirety of protections or “rights” of natural persons, specifically so that the 
expenditure of corporate money to influence the electoral process is no longer a form of 
constitutionally protected speech, and calling on Congress to begin the process of amending the 
Constitution.] 
 
2) Loretta Prisco will introduce the following resolution: 
“Whereas, bullying has caused irreparable harm to so many young people, and Whereas, it has 
been reported that bullying has led to a Staten Island teenager, the niece of a friend to us all, 
taking her life, and Whereas, 80% of Staten Island high school students have reported that they 
have been the victim of bullying as compared to a citywide response of 67%, and Whereas, 
diminishing bullying will require a full community response, Be it resolved, S.I.D.A. ask that our 
elected officials on all levels establish a Task Force to design a coordinated action plan to reduce 
bullying. The Task Force should include the Community Education Council of District 31 and the 
N.Y.C. Panel of Educational Policy, political clubs, houses of worship, school officials, community 
based organizations, civic and service clubs, mental health agencies, and seek the expertise of those 
who have designed successful models that have reduced bullying in their communities and can be 
replicated in our community.” 
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Flashback 
 
We keep our history alive by reprinting articles from past newsletters, minutes from past 
meetings, or other items of interest from the past. If you have items that might be appropriate for 
the Flashback column, please call Joy Robins at (718) 816-4128. The following pictures were 
provided by Ralph Dickar. 
 

 

 

 
1988 - Lathrope Voorspuy, Ed 
Rothberg 

 1986 - Peggy Johnston, Robin Carey, Ralph 
Lamberti, Cindy Voorspuy 
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Upcoming Meetings 
 
 

 

January 17, 2012 
Annual Meeting 

Karl’s Klipper, 40 Bay Street 
·  Ed Murphy, WDI 
·  Executive Committee Election 
·  Wealth Concentration Position Paper 
·  Vote on Resolutions (see page 24) 
 

February 21, 2012 
General Meeting 
Location TBD 

·  Speaker TBA 
 

It’s Time to Join or Renew Your S.I.D.A. Membership! 
To become a member, renew membership, or make a donation, call Tom Shcherbenko at (718) 
420-0252, or complete and return the coupon. Voting privileges begin 45 days after joining. 

------------�  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
2011 DUES   DONATION 

 $15 - Family   $5  
 $10 - Individual   $50  
 $5 - Senior, Student, Unemployed   $100  
     Other  

 
Name 

 

 
Address 

  
Apt # 

 

 
City 

  
State 

  
Zip 

 

 
Phone  

  
E-mail 

 

 

 

Make checks payable S.I.D.A. 
to S.I.D.A. and send to: P.O. Box 140371 
  Staten Island, NY  10314-0371 
 

S.I.D.A. Executive Committee 
President .............................. Dennis Brown  Member at-Large ................... Rosemary Palladino 
Vice President .................... John F. Lavelle  Member at-Large ............................. Loretta Prisco 
Executive Secretary ............. Mark Herman Ex Officio........................................ Belinda Dixon 
Corresponding &  ........................................ Ex Officio......................................... Shawn Dwyer 
Recording Secretary .............. Marie Dwyer Ex Officio............................................ Gary Carsel 
Treasurer ....................... Tom Shcherbenko Ex Officio......................................... Joann Olbrich 
Social Secretary ........................... Liz Price Ex Officio........................................... Nick Popolo 
Member at-Large .................... Susan Chew Ex Officio................................... Richard Reichard 
Member at-Large .................... Peter Killen Ex Officio......................................... John Sollazzo 
Member at-Large .............. Roy Moskowitz Ex Officio.............................................. Mark Zink 
 


